PRESS 'RELEASE

. Aeroports de Catalunya Announced as Host of World Routes
201 7 |

The world’s largest commercml aviation event to be hosted in Barcelona in
September 201?

5" December 2014’

It was announced foday that Aeroports de Catalunya, Catalan Government's state-owned company, will host World
Routes, the 23™ World Route Development Forum in 2017. The announcement, which took place during a press
conference at the Ministry of Territory and Sustainability of the Government of Catalonia, was attended by Santi Vila,
Conseller de Territori i Sostenibilitat (Minister of Territory and Sustainability); Sonia Recasens, segona tinent d’alcalde
de Barcelona (Second Deputy Mayor of Barcelona); Adrian Newton, Group Director Aviation & Technology for UBM
Live and Gerard Brown, Head of Future Hosting, Routes and Airport Cities for UBM Live. '

World Routes is the world’s largest commercial aviation event and the premier business to business aviation
‘conference. The everit eohsistentiy attracts over 3,000 senior level executives from the world's airlines, airports, tourist
boards, economic development agencies and governments from over 110 countries to discuss air service
development opportunities. Hosting World Routes will bring network decision makers from the world’s airlines and
from across the aviation industry to Barcelona and offers a unique opportunity for the city to showcase the
opportumﬁes it has fo offer potentiat global airline partn ers.

In this regard, Minister of Territory and Sustainability, Santi Vila, said: "Holding World Routes will be a huge boost in
making Barcelona airport the hub of Southiern Europe. Our position on the map is a competitive advantage,” adding: “It
will be a magnificent platform for the economic promotion of the city, of Catalonia and, above all, of its businesses
which are involved in the process of internationalisation and conquering foreign markets”. For her part, Second Deputy
Mayor of Barcelona, Sonia Recasens, highlighted that: “In the present context, the World Route Development Forum
is a privileged setting in which to position Barcelona as an international air service hub and worldwide benchmark in
attracting conferences and major events, which adds tc our objective of increasing the city’s economic activity in the

publzc mterest

“We are abso[utely thrilled that World Routes will be hosted in Barcelona in September 2017,” commented Adrian
Newton, continuing: “Barcelona is one of the top three congress cities in the world, one of the world’s top ranking
leisure tourism cities, the 5™ O&D city in Europe, served by Barcelona El'Prat Airport - a top 10 European airport that
has experienced high growth in recent years. Barcelona is also home to one of the world's busiest cruise ports and
has a thriving economy — with Catalonia responsible for more than 18% of Spanish GDP and 26% of Spanish exports.
It therefore js a highly appealing host city for World Routes and the aviation decision makers that it attracts from over-
110 countries. We are really looking forward to working with the Host team and their partners over the next few -

years”.
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The 2017 event, which will take place in Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, is expected to attract more than 3,500 delegates

including 350 airlines, 1,000 airports and 300 tourism authorities from more than 125 countries. It will be held in the
hugely impressive International convention centre, Fira De Barcelona and will take place from 23-26 September 2017.

The announcement of Barcelona as the Host destination for World Routes 2017 represents the culmination of a
successful bid to host the event which was led by Generalitat de Catalunya - Departament de Territori i Sostenibilitat,
Ports de la Generalitat, Departament Empresa i Ocupacio; Agéncia Catalana de Turisme- and Ajuntament de
Barcelona — Barcelona Turisme. The bid was supported by many of Catalonia's key stakeholders, Aeroport de
Barcelona — El Prat; Port de Barcelona and Gambra de Comerg de Barcelona. In addition it is fully supported by
Vueling and Emirates who have both agreed to be official carriers for the event. ,

Barcelona is a dynamic and modern city, with a thriving tourism industry and a strong prbductive sector. The
economic, cultural and administrative capital of Catalonia has more than 1,600,000 inhabitants and is at the heart of a
metropolitan area with close to 5,000,000 inhabitants, representing 63.4% and 10.2% of the Catalan and Spanish
population respectively. The diverse, intercultural and cosmopolitan spirit of Barcelona is shown by the fact that more
' than 17% of the city's residents are foreigners. As such, Barcelona Metropolitan Region is one of Europe’s most
important metropolisés. With more than 2.6M cruise passengers the city is one of the top turnaround cruise ports |

worldwide.

Barcelona Airport (BCN) offers some of the best short haul coverage in Europe, well above those of

Madrid or Rome, hawever, 3M long haul passengers fly to BCN indirect. The airport is Barcelona’s gateway to the
world and vital for business, tourism, congress and cruise industries. Hosting the event 2017 provides a great
opportunity for the city to showcase all it has to offer and to attract new long haul services.

‘The announcement of Aeroports de Catalunya as the Host of World Routes 2017 marks a fantastic end to a
successful year for the Routes business which also announced Chengdu Shuangliu International Airport as host of the

2016 event earlier this year.
' - ENDS -
'Notes to Editors

About Routes ‘ _ D
e Routes organises world-renowned airline and airport networking events through its regional and global Route

Developiment Forums. Each year, there is one global event and one regional event in Asia, Africa, Europe, the
Americas and CIS respectively. www.routesonline.com ‘

Routes was founded in 1995 as part of the Manchester UK-based ASM Ltd., a consultancy specialising in ihe‘
field of route development for airports. www.asm-global.com. Routes and ASM are part of the UBM Live

division of UBM plc. i

UBM Live connects people and creates opportunities for companies across five continents to develop new -
business, meet customers, launch new products, promote their brands and expand their markets. Through
premiere brands such as MD&M, CPhl, IFSEC, TFM&A, Cruise Shipping Miami, the Concrete Show, the
Routes portfolio of events, Airport Cities and many others, UBM Live exhibitions, conferences, awards
programs, publications, websites and training and certification programs are an integral part of the marketing
plans of companies across more than 20 industry sectors. www.ubmlive.com
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< For further press information please contact:

Victoria Jones
Communications Manager

Routes
T: +44 (0) 161 234 2730

' E: pr@routesonline.com _
Follow us on twitter. @Routesonline, @TheHUBRoutes, @VictoriaRoutes, @NLPROU, @airlineroute ‘

About UBM plc
UBM plc is a global events-led marketing services and communications company. We help businesses do

business, bringing the world’s buyers and sellers together-at events and online, as well as producing and
distributing news and specialist content. Our 5,500 staff in more than 30 countries are organised into expert
teams which serve commercial and professional communities, helping them to do business and their markets

to work effectively and efficiently.

For more information, go to www.ubm.com; follow us on Twitter at @UBM _plc to get the latest UBM corporate
news; follow @UBM for news from all UBM's businesses; follow @UBM for a flavour of UBM from selected

members of UBM's Twitterati.- ;
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